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Two Dash 7 aircraft made history on
Sunday May 31st, 1987, by landing at
London City Airport in the heart of
London’s Docklands — just six miles
from the Bank of England.

The sun shone, and thousands of visitors
watched as aircraft from Brymon Airways
and Eurocity Express made the first,
dramatic landings on the new airport’s
runway.

First to touch down was Captain
Harry Gee of Brymon, closely followed by
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the Furocity Dash 7 piloted by Captain
Peter Mitchell.

The event was as significant as it was
spectacular. While Mowlem’s construction
team celebrated the completion of the
airport runway, business passengers in the
UK and western Europe looked forward
with enthusiasm to the newest
development in air travel — the city centre
airport.

From October this year, the airport
will be offering scheduled commercial
services between central London and Paris,
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Brussels, Amsterdam, Rotterdam,
Dusseldorf, the Channel Islands,
Manchester and Plymouth/Newquay. A
new generation of air travel has almost
arrived.

But the stars of the 31st were the
aircraft. The amazing De Havilland of
Canada Dash 7s performed two landings

and take-offs, as well as a remarkable
formation fly-past over the airport —
leaving no-one in any doubt of their
manoeuvrability and competence to use a
tiny length of runway, and operate with the
minimum amount of noise.

Landings needed very little of the
finished runway, with the Dash 7s
performing to their normal 7.5 degree
steep approach, and coming to a halt in no
time.

Take-offs were equally impressive.
Commentator John Bell, from BBC Radio
4’s “Going Places” programme, challenged
onlookers to count to five, starting when
the Dash 7 began its take-off run, and in
every case the aircraft beat the count into
the air. The Dash 7 takes off at just
65 knots and lands at 75 knots,
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