ondon City Airport

2 }‘f rt h | StO ry Malcolm Ginsberg was an executive board member of Brymon Airways
from 1984 until 1990, responsible for external affairs. As such he was much

involved in the development of what was to become London City Airport
and spent much time over the years shuttling up and down between
. Heathrow and Plymouth, often hosting guests both pro and against the

airport. This is the story of London City Airport as he recalls it.
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London City Airport — a short history

A remarkable first landing

September 1978 the star of the
I Farnborough Air Show was not
the Hawker Harrier or even Concorde
but a remarkable Canadian STOL (short
take off and landing) aircraft, the de
Havilland Canada Dash 7, demonstrated
by then test pilot Tom Appleton (now
ceo Piaggio Aerospace). With four
engines and capable of carrying 50
passengers, the Dash 7 could land and
take off in less than 250 metres (empty)
and was very quiet. It astounded the
many thousands who watched its
performance for the run of the show
and then went on a UK sales tour,
which included visits to airports that
never thought that the landing of a
large passenger aircraft was possible.
Most ‘proper’ airports have runways
with a minimum length of 1500m.

The Dash 7 appealed to one British
airline in particular, Brymon Airways,
based in Plymouth, and run by a brash
and entrepreneurial New Zealander,
the late Bill Bryce. Plymouth is a major
regional city but its airport is very small
with the main runway less than one
thousand metres. The Dash 7 seemed
the answer to Bryce’s problems.

In the far north of Scotland the oil
industry was booming, expensive
helicopters seen as the only way of
getting the operatives out to the rigs.
If the rotary leg of the journey could be
reduced not only would it be cheaper
but also quicker. Unst Airport in the
Quter Shetlands, the most northerly
landing strip in the UK, just 600m long,
could be the answer. Fly in the Dash 7
from Aberdeen, transfer the ‘oilies’ to
the choppers and everyone would be
happy. Appleton demonstrated the
aircraft, Chevron Petroleum came up
with a contract and Brymon would be
the operator ordering four aircraft,
two for Plymouth and two for the
Ninian Field oil operation. The Dash 7
began flying for Brymon in late 1981
opening up a scheduled operation
between Plymouth and Heathrow in
the spring of 1982.

London Docklands takes off

1979 brought about a change of
government and a change of policy
regarding what to do with the London
Docks, mainly developed in Victorian
times and by then essentially redundant

and derelict. Maggie Thatcher created
the London Docklands Development
Corporation (LDDC) charged with
regenerating the area and not
hamstrung with the legacies of local
councils and agencies. It more or less
had a free hand to do what it wanted
to do and how it was to be done.

It also had a limited life. The DLR,
Canary Wharf and London City Airport
are but three of its successes.

It was in September 1981, with the
LDDC only weeks old, that the idea for
a Docklands airport first surfaced in

a discussion between Reg Ward, the
Corporation's new chief executive, and
Philip (now Sir Philip) Beck, the
chairman of John Mowlem and Co Pl,
the major construction company with

a long history in the docks. Reg Ward
was looking for an eye-catching project
to shift perceptions of the Royal Docks
and to improve the accessibility of the
area which in those days was seen very
much as London's backyard. After first
considering a heliport, a report in Flight
International magazine on Brymon

and the Dash 7 caught Sir Philip’s eye.
He was a private pilot and appreciated







