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Area 2A Nobel House, 17 Smith Square

London, SW1P 3JR
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Dear Sir/Madam
Noise Action Plans and Noise Policy Statement for England

Today, Hilary Benn, the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs formally adopted 25 Noise Action Plans and simultaneously launched the Noise Policy Statement for England.
Noise Action Plans 

The noise action plans are required by the Environmental Noise (England) Regulations 2006 (as amended) which transposes the Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC) into English law.
Following the public consultation last year, the following plans have been formally adopted:

· The Noise Action Plans for the 23 first round agglomerations
;

· The Noise Action Plan for major roads outside agglomerations;

· The Noise Action Plan for major railways outside agglomerations.
They can be found at www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/noise.
  

The action plans identify Important Areas where the relevant highways or rail authorities must consider what further measures, if any, might be implemented in order to improve the management of noise in the context of Government policy of sustainable development.  Furthermore, First Priority Locations (FPLs) have been identified within the Important Areas, and the various authorities have been asked to investigate these Important Areas as a priority.

The agglomeration action plans also describe the process that will enable local authorities to seek the formal identification and management of an open space as a Quiet Area.

The Noise Action Plans contain an outline timetable for the next steps in the process.  These include:

· The provision of further local information on Important Areas and First Priority Locations to highway authorities, rail authorities and local authorities; and

· The publication of guidance setting out more details regarding the process to be followed for investigating Important Areas and for the identification of Quiet Areas.

This process is seen as an important element of our continuing management of environmental noise.  It provides a mechanism for seeking to ensure that appropriate and relevant noise management exists and avoiding, as far as possible, people being exposed to high levels of noise.

Noise Policy Statement for England

The Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE) sets out the long term vision of Government noise policy, which is to promote good health and a good quality of life through the management of noise within the context of Government policy on sustainable development. The document seeks to make explicit the implicit underlying principles and aims regarding noise management and control that are to be found in existing policy documents, legislation and guidance. The policy statement can be found at www.defra.gov.uk/environment/quality/noise.
I would be grateful if you would pass this information onto your colleagues who have responsibilities in these areas.

Should you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours faithfully
Yvette Bosworth 

Head of Noise and Nuisance
� Birkenhead, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Brighton, Bristol, Coventry, Hull, Leicester, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Nottingham, Portsmouth, The Potteries (including Cheshire East, Newcastle-under-Lyme, Stafford, Staffordshire Moorlands and Stoke on Trent), Preston, Reading, Sheffield, Southampton, Southend, Teesside, Tyneside, West Midlands and West Yorkshire.


� Information about these publications and further copies are available from: Noise and Nuisance Team, Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Area 2A Nobel House, 17 Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR.  Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:noise@defra.gov.uk" ��helpline@defra.gov.uk�.  Tel: 08459 33 55 77 
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